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Learning Objectives

Learn how to:

 Find and evaluate journals/conferences

 Make informed decisions and keep track of 
developments

 Avoid predators

Alena Dvořáková

• Ing. Biochemistry, UCT Prague

• Ph.D. English Literature, Charles 

University

• Experience in teaching and publishing

• NTK Information Specialist
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What is your academic affiliation?

What level of study are you at?

What is your research field?

Poll 1
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Simple Dos and Don’ts

Don’ts
Search for journals/conferences at random

Start with journal/conference websites or online services such as citation databases

Rush the decision to publish or attend a conference

Do
Ask other researchers first (and last): consult your supervisor, mentor, peers

Search methodically with respect to:
o your research field/scope of your research

o your publication requirements

o publication timelines, submission deadlines, and indexation delays

Use checklists
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1. Finding and Evaluating Journals 
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Finding Suitable Journals

• Do not start online or by searching in Web of Science/Scopus!

• Come up with a workable selection of 4–5 suitable journals based on:

• advice from your mentor/supervisor/peers or trusted experts in your field

• authors you’ve cited in your own work: where do they publish now?

Only then

• Search in Journal Citation Reports (WoS) and Scopus (Sources)

• Elsevier Journal Finder, 

• Taylor & Francis Journal Suggester, 

• IEEE Publication Recommender

• WoS Master Journal List

(includes WoS Manuscript Matcher: free,

but you need to register).

• Try publisher recommender services:

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/choosing-a-journal/journal-suggester/
https://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
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Know Your Discipline or Research Area

• What types of outputs are preferred or highly valued in your field?

• How fast do people publish in your discipline?

• How mainstream is your research area? Do the best researchers publish in 
English?

• Are results in your discipline typically published in journals indexed in WoS or 
Scopus? 

• What category (WoS) or subject area (Scopus) does your research come
under?
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Know Your Discipline or Research Area

Choose the database that meets your needs:

❑Multidisciplinary (e.g., Web of Science, Scopus, OpenAlex) x field-specific 
databases (e.g., Inspec Analytics, ACS publications, LISTA, IEEE)

❑Coverage: content policy, selection criteria (types of metrics, biases)

❑Don’t rely only on WoS and Scopus.

Learn more: Check out this list of subject-specific databases on NTK Moodle.

https://www.webofknowledge.com/
https://www.scopus.com/
https://openalex.org/
https://inspec-analytics-app.theiet.org/
https://pubs.acs.org/
https://about.ebsco.com/products/research-databases/library-information-science-and-technology-abstracts
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/home.jsp
https://moodle.techlib.cz/mod/securepdf/view.php?id=3562&page=0
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Need to Publish? Know Your Requirements

 Quality of journal (what metric in what subject/research area?)

 Type of publication (primary research article? review? conference paper?)

 Mode of publication (Open Access? particular license?)

 Other key matters:

Availability of funds (OA, licenses): APC, tokens – are you eligible for funding?

Timeframe: 

• Submission-to-publication timelines

• Calls for papers/abstracts and submission deadlines

Learn more: “My First Scientific Article” presentation is now available on NTK Moodle.

https://moodle.techlib.cz/course/section.php?id=1260
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Evaluating Selected Journals

Evaluate the selected journals using citation metrics. 

Are they indexed in WoS/Scopus?

• NO => Stay away from them, unless you have a good reason not to:

• YES => Use WoS/Scopus to evaluate them. Evaluate them how?

WoS/Scopus not greatly suited for: literary studies, Asian studies, art 

(history) studies, niche journals, journals in minor languages.

Learn the essentials: “Searching for and evaluating on Web of Science & Scopus”

presentation is now available on NTK Moodle.

https://moodle.techlib.cz/course/section.php?id=1259


11

Using Citation Metrics to Evaluate Journals

 Extracted from two main citation databases: 

• Web of Science (Journal Citation Reports, InCites)

• Scopus (Scimago Journal & Country Rank, SciVal)

 PROXY measures of quality

 Indexation lags behind publication

Learn more: 

• The problematic nature of citation metrics: San Francisco Declaration of Research Assessment (DORA)

• NTK Guide to Web of Science and Scopus

• Brief overview of main citation metrics (WoS/Scopus/Google Scholar/Article metrics/Altmetric), brief description of InCites

NTK e-Resources

Differences:

• Coverage of publications (+ different collections within a database)

• Subject classification: subject categories x subject areas x FORD

• Calculation of individual metrics (years covered, subject-weighting, self-citations, etc.)

https://sfdora.org/read/
https://www.techlib.cz/en/83534-bibliometric-services#tab_WoS_Scopus
https://www.sagepub.com/journals/understanding-journal-metrics
https://knihovna.cvut.cz/en/publishing/bibliometrics/incites
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Web of Science & Scopus: Coverage

Web of Science, WoS (Clarivate) Scopus (Elsevier)

Coverage with references: 1900 to present

Total records: 95+ million (Core Collection)

Journals: 22+ thousand (Core Collection)

Document types: article, book, conference proceedings, 
preprint, thesis, dataset, report, and other

Collections: WoS Core Collection, ProQuest Dissertations 
& Theses Citation Index, Research Commons, and other

Author profile: ResearcherID

Coverage with references: 1970 to present

Total records: 102.6+ million

Journals: 29+ thousand

Document types: article, book, conference 
contribution, report, preprint, and other 

Author profile: Scopus ID

Web of Science journal evaluation process 

and selection criteria
Scopus Content Policy & Selection 

Despite constant development, Scopus has been more focused on the HSS whereas WoS

focuses more on the (natural) sciences.

https://www.webofknowledge.com/
http://www.scopus.com/
https://support.clarivate.com/ScientificandAcademicResearch/s/article/Web-of-Science-Core-Collection-Document-Type-Descriptions?language=en_US
https://webofscience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/26916195552401-Web-of-Science-Core-Collection-Overview
https://webofscience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/29975442460945-Web-of-Science-Collections
https://helpcenter.pure.elsevier.com/en_US/import-sources/scopus
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-discovery-and-referencing/web-of-science/web-of-science-core-collection/editorial-selection-process/journal-evaluation-process-selection-criteria/
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection


13

Evaluating Journals Indexed in WoS/Scopus

Web of Science (Clarivate) Scopus (Elsevier)

Learn more:

Web of Science Training Portal

Learn more:

Scopus Tutorials, How SJR is calculated

Real info: 

RANK within a “subject category”

First decile (D1) = top 10%

First quartile (Q1) = top 25%, Q2…

Real info: 

SJR RANK within a “subject area”

Ranking in percentiles/quartiles

First quartile (Q1) = top 25%, Q2...

Where: Journal Citation Reports (subscription-based)

How: compare up to 4 journals

Metrics: JIF (subject-weighted: JCI), AIS, Eigenfactor Score

Period covered: citations for JIF gathered over 2 or 5 
preceding years

Citable documents: articles and reviews

Where: SCIMAGO Journal & Country Rank (free)

How: compare up to 10 journals

Metrics: CiteScore (subject-weighted: SNIP), SJR

Period covered: citations for CiteScore gathered over 3 
preceding years

Citable documents: articles, reviews, conference papers, data 
papers, and book chapters

https://webofscience.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/23290193729041-Training
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14799/supporthub/scopus/#doc
https://www.scimagolab.com/how-sjr2-is-calculated/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/
https://www.scimagojr.com/
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Using WoS/Scopus to Evaluate Journals

Purpose of evaluation determines WHICH citation metric(s) to use and HOW.

 Need to prove your publication record?

• Quality of journal: past (year of publication)

• Quality of publication item: citations/altmetrics

• Author’s record over time: h-index, g-index, m-
index 

 Need to publish?

• Quality of journal: present and prospective

• Quality of authors publishing in that journal

• (Citation analysis)

Learn more:
• Brief overview of author-level metrics

• Clarivate “Academia & Government”:

Highly Cited Researchers

Note:

The only real metric = the quality of individual 

articles.

https://pitt.libguides.com/bibliometricIndicators/AuthorMetrics
https://clarivate.com/highly-cited-researchers/
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Evaluating Journals: Compare the Comparable

Know the specifics of your subject and research area.

 Citation customs in your subject: fast vs. slow disciplines = citations over what 
period?

 Relative rank within a subject and trend is more important than absolute values of 
citation metrics.

Philosophy

Mind

2024 JIF: 1.6

Clinical Medicine (cancer):

CA-A Cancer Journal for Clinicians

2024 JIF: 232.4

Mathematics

Acta Mathematica

2024 JIF: 6.7

Chemistry

Chemical Reviews

2024 JIF: 55.8

The best = consistently Q1/high 1st decile (D1) = top of the top 10% in a subject:
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Identifying Good Journals in a Subject: WoS

For WoS go to Journal Citation Reports (Master Journal List):

1. Browse by Journals and filter by Category and Rank 

(“JIF Quartile” or “JIF Percentile” for first decile = 90–100%)
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Comparing Journals in Journal Citation Reports
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Identifying Good Journals in WoS

Filters: Year + Subject Category + JIF Quartile (or JIF Percentile)



19

AIS? Customize!
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Journals Ranked by AIS (JCR)

Watch out for emerging journals.
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Identifying Good Journals in Scopus

In Scopus

Go to “Sources” and browse by “Subject area”

Filter by Rank (“CiteScore highest quartile”: Top 10% = first decile, or a specific quartile)
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Identifying Good Journals in Scopus

Filters

Citescore:
• 1st decile

• Quartiles

Type of document:

• Journals

Your subject area

RANK
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Scopus: SNIP?

Move 

between 

metrics
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Filter for

conferences

Scopus
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Scopus: Evaluating a Journal in a Subject Area

RANK in percentiles
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Finding/Evaluating a Journal/Conference

In WoS: 

1. Topic search + “Analyze records” for leading journals/conferences and leading authors

Filters: Document type/OA/Publication titles; Individually: “View Journal Impact”

2. Use Journal Citation Reports for detailed single journal metrics, trends, and/or comparisons.

In Scopus: 

1. Topic search + “Analyze search results” for leading journals/conferences and leading authors

OR single journal metrics + “Find similar”

2. Use Scimago Journal and Country Rank for detailed single journal metrics, trends, and/or 

comparisons. 
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WoS: Searching for Journals by Topic/Category

WoS Topic Search
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WoS: Analyze Results

By subject categories
By authors
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WoS: Analyze Results

Publication titles (journals and others) OR Conference titles (conferences)
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WoS Topic Search: Quick Journal Evaluation
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WoS Topic Search: Quick Journal Evaluation

Different JCI 

quartiles in different

subject categories
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JCR (WoS): Evaluating a Single Journal over Time
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JCR (WoS): Evaluating a Single Journal over Time by Subject

Note the different quartiles in the two subject categories.

Mind the subject in case of interdisciplinary journals
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JCR (WoS): Evaluating a Single Journal over Time by AIS
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WoS: Comparing Journals (Journal Citation Reports)
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WoS: Comparing Journals (Journal Citation Reports)

Type in the journal title and select

The latest available data
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Enter the ISSN or 

the title of the 

journal.

ISSN is better.

Scimago (Scopus): Evaluating a Single Journal
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Scimago (Scopus): Single Journal Metrics



39

Scimago (Scopus): Evaluating a Single Journal Over Time

By quartiles

Find similar journals in the same 

subject category
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Scimago (Scopus): Comparing Journals
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Different Citation Metrics All in One Place?

 Publication Record

• Web of Science metrics in the correct subject category (JIF/AIS, 1st decile, quartiles)

• Scopus metrics in the right subject area (CiteScore/SJR, 1st decile, quartiles)

• The same metrics but according to FORD subject classification (often required in Czech grant 
applications)

Other applications: 

Publish or Perish (web-based)

OECD Schema to WoS subject categories mapping

Other institution-based publication databases:

• CAS: https://asep-analytika.lib.cas.cz/zvolit-ustav/knav-k/

• MUNI: https://www.fi.muni.cz/riv/H24/

All Metrics at Once

For example: *VŠE Publication Database

Real info: WoS/Scopus citation metrics (IF, AIS, SJR and quartiles) related to FORD

*VŠE: Prague University of Economics and Business

https://vyzkum.gov.cz/storage/att/E6EF7938F0E854BAE520AC119FB22E8D/Prevodnik_oboru_Frascati.pdf
https://harzing.com/resources/publish-or-perish
https://incites.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/22516984338321-OECD-Category-Schema#h_01HPJA09BSM1J5AK92WXGD9FMC
https://asep-analytika.lib.cas.cz/zvolit-ustav/knav-k/
https://www.fi.muni.cz/riv/H24/
https://eso.vse.cz/~sklenak/pcvse/pcvse-casopisy.php
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Citation Metrics & Subject Classifications in One

WoS/Scopus data last updated:
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WoS/Scopus data last updated:
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Frascati Manual: Conversion of Subject Classifications

FORD WoS
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3. Keeping Track: Alerts
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Keeping Track of Developments: Alerts

Register for a personal account in Wos/Scopus to create alerts.
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WoS: Journal Table-of-Contents Alert
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Alerts in Scopus

You need to be logged in 

into your Scopus 

account.
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 QUALITY CHANGES OVER TIME: DANGER OF DELISTING

• Indexation/metrics lag behind publication

• A new journal?

• Self-citations too high? Trend: Metrics declining over time? 

• Retractions rising? Retraction Watch; WoS: Searching for Retractions

Evaluating Journals: Common Pitfalls (Summary)

 MIND THE SUBJECT (SCOPE)

• Interdisciplinarity: One journal = different metrics in different subjects.

• Impact of subject classifications: WoS x Scopus x FORD.

 METRIC FIT FOR PURPOSE

• Indexing: Is indexation in WoS/Scopus relevant to your subject?

• Subject-specific citation customs: fast x slow disciplines?

=> RANK WITHIN A SUBJECT (subject-weighted metrics)

AVOID PREDATORS

NTK Guide to Predatory Journals

Learn more:

COPE on Predatory publishing

https://retractionwatch.com/
https://support.clarivate.com/ScientificandAcademicResearch/s/article/Web-of-Science-Searching-for-Retractions?language=en_US
https://www.techlib.cz/en/85060-predatory-journals
https://publicationethics.org/guidance/discussion-document/predatory-publishing
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4. Finding and Evaluating Conferences



51

Find Out About Upcoming Conferences

• Word of mouth: community “gossip”, supervisor, department/lab

• Noticeboards: physical and virtual (LinkedIn)

• Graduate handbooks (if your institution has one)

• Subject-specific mailing lists & newsletters (professional associations)

Calls for abstracts
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How? A Quick Survey Among Colleagues

Subject How do you typically keep track? How do you know about this?

Philosophy An e-mailing list called Philos-L , a site called philevents.org In our Graduate Handbook in Dublin, we include both 

sites and encourage new students to sign up.

Chemistry In my research area (vibrational spectroscopy, ML, biomedical 

diagnostics) there are only a few relevant conferences & I know 

about them through CLIRSPEC

I found CLIRSPEC myself. UCT occasionally sends out 

invites to conferences.

The head of our lab would tell us.

Biology Our experimental biology dept. = a small, tight group of people 

who all go to the same conferences.

A person in our dept. responsible for mailing people about 

upcoming conferences plus the supervisor

Management, 

library and 

information 

studies

Experience and word-of-mouth recommendations, newsletters and 

updates. I like ACRL, LIBER. Recently, recommendations on 

LinkedIn.

University noticeboards and newsletters (PhD 

conferences). Individual supervisors. Word-of-mouth 

recommendations from senior colleagues and good 

practice.

Other HSS LinkedIN, posts by researchers, VědaVýzkum, mailing lists: MIT, 

Ethan Mollick (AI), philevents for philosophy.

Sociology: relevant professional associations (Sport&EU, 

European Association for Sociology of Sport) organize

conferences and summer schools. Newsletters (e.g., Junior 

Sociologists Network, Nordic Sport Science Forum)

X

Our department circulates this info. And it’s mainly my 

supervisor who sends me calls for abstracts. 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/philosophy/philos-l/
http://philevents.org/
https://clirspec.org/
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Conferences: Early to Advanced

International Bata Conference for Ph.D. Students and Young Researchers (DOKBAT)

Economics, business administration, management studies (doctoral conferences)

Early-career researchers forum in software architecture (early-career researchers)

Royal Society of Chemistry events and conferences (access via NTK or UCT)

European Chemical Society conferences

American Chemical Society

Conference aggregators: 

Academic World Research

Conference Monkey

Note: 

Some advanced conferences have sections or panels 

reserved specifically for early-career researchers.

https://dokbat.utb.cz/
https://phdconferences.com/
https://conf.researchr.org/track/icsa-2026/icsa-2026-early-career-track
https://www-rsc-org.ezproxy.vscht.cz/events
https://www.euchems.eu/divisions/physical-chemistry-2/conferences/
https://www.acs.org/events.html
https://academicworldresearch.org/
https://conferencemonkey.org/
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Mind the Essentials

 Is it right for your topic & stage of research?

 Have you got something to present? Does it fit the stage you’ll be at when 
the conference takes place?

 What are you hoping to get out of it? Feedback, or publication? Conference 
proceedings paper, or a primary research article?

 Is it worth the TIME and MONEY spent on it? Do you have the funds?
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Time is of the essence!
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Evaluating Conferences: Some Bad Signs

 Approach: Aggressive marketing, especially by email; invitations full of errors

 Procedures

Very wide thematic focus

Abstracts accepted at the last-minute (a few days before the event)

No review of the abstracts

 Organization

Dubious or unclear identity of the organizers (links to a predatory publisher?)

Poor organization: late or no replies; cancellations with no refund

 Other telltale signs

Vibes more touristy than scientific (exotic locations)

Imitative conference titles (hitchhiking of established conferences)

Website/communication full of grammatical errors

Learn more: 

NTK Guide to 

Predatory Journals

– on conferences

https://www.techlib.cz/en/85060-predatory-journals#tab_tab5
https://www.techlib.cz/en/85060-predatory-journals#tab_tab5
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Conferences: Virtual Presenter Required for $99

A nanotechnology conference 

inviting a researcher who has 

never done any work in 

nanotechnology
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Predatory Conferences

Learn more:

• Guide to Predatory Conferences at the Open Science Centre (CUNI)

• Think. Check. Attend. Check out their Conference Checker tool.

• Himmelfarb Health Sciences Library guide to predatory conferences

https://waset.org/

WASET conferences

https://openscience.cuni.cz/OSCIEN-37.html
https://thinkcheckattend.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GWDXFGM
https://guides.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/PredatoryPublishing/Conferences
https://waset.org/
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By now you should have a clearer idea how to:

 Find and evaluate journals and conferences

❑Make informed publication/conference attendance decisions

❑Avoid predators

Learning Outcomes
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Get Assistance
 Schedule an individual consultation.

 Attend a webinar:

• Kick Start Your Research Career with 

NTK: Webinars for Early Career 

Researchers

 Explore by yourself:

• STEMskiller: comprehensive skills set map 

for early career researchers

• Tutorials: NTK instructional materials and 

recordings, further resources

Stay ahead in your research journey! Subscribe to our newsletter for updates on academic resources, writing 
support, publishing, research evaluation, and training opportunities.

https://www.techlib.cz/en/83810-consultations
https://www.techlib.cz/en/83809-courses-workshops-and-webinars
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMskSaWTddN-TuiO3DrYv6fwUtaJN9fmD&si=aP-SzNdQ7RS6Ze_k
https://www.techlib.cz/en/84109-stemskiller
https://www.techlib.cz/en/2719-tutorials
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/85084-newsletter-for-early-career-researchers
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84029-nadezda-firsova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/83968-ibrahim-abou-khashabh
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/83392-jan-cervenka
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84384-lenka-chladova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/83390-vojtech-turek
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84554-barbora-satkova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84578-jana-ivanegova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84859-adam-urban
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84497-edita-jindrakova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84457-eva-dostalkova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84956-eliska-skladalova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84892-jana-soukupova
https://www.techlib.cz/cs/84960-lucie-sajmanov
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Thank you for your attention.

Questions?

Contacts:

alena.dvorakova@techlib.cz

mailto:alena.dvorakova@techlib.cz

