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Learning objectives:

• Know what, why and how to cite

• Understand citation methods and styles

• Be aware of what to look out for

• Understand tools you can use to make writing your PhD dissertation or articles easier
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• No one works in a vacuum: every study is built on previous work, which needs to be credited

• Differentiate between our work and the work of others

• Show that we did not make things up 

• Replication: if someone wanted to, they could find and check the
information supporting claims we make

Why cite?

What you probably already know:



4

Citing

• Direct citations × indirect (paraphrasing)

• Secondary citations

• Citation: appears in the text, refers to the source of the information, details found in References / Bibliography

section of written academic text

• ... and it has been used in development of antivirotics (Holý et al. 2002).

• References / Bibliography section: a list of all sources cited in the article with full details needed to find the original 

item referred to (e.g., article, book)

• Holý, A., Votruba, I., Masojídková, M., Andrei, G., Snoeck, R., Naesens, L., ... & Balzarini, J. (2002). 6-[2-(Phosphonomethoxy) alkoxy] pyrimidines

with antiviral activity. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 45(9), 1918-1929.

What you probably already know:
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• Method (or system): how a citation is linked to the Reference/Bibliography section

• Parenthetical (author-date, Harvard)

• Numerical (Vancouver)

• Footnotes

• Style = how the information in a reference is organized, what information it contains

Citation method vs. style
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Citation methods: Parenthetical citations (Harvard)

• Citation contains name(s) of the author(s) and the year of publication in the text (sometimes includes page number as well, 
often required for direct quotes)

• References usually in alphabetical order

• Styles: APA, Chicago (author-date)

Source: Tanwar, A. K., Dhillon, M. K., Hasan, F., Kumar, S., & Kirti, J. S. (2024). Lipid composition differs in diapause and nondiapause states of spotted stem borer, Chilo partellus. Comparative Biochemistry and 
Physiology Part B: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, 110996.
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Citation methods: Numerical citations (Vancouver)

• Citation is a number, referring to a number in the Reference / Bibliography section

• Each reference has a unique number (usually the order in which it first appears in the text); references are sorted 
by these numbers

• If you need to refer to a specific page, page number should be differentiated from the reference number

• [4, p. 72; 13, p. 759]

• [4:72; 13:759]

• Styles: IEEE, AMA, Nature

Source: Rex, K., Jeffries, S., Brown, M. L., Carlson, T., Coxon, A., Fajardo, F., ... & Wesche, H. (2013). Sphingosine kinase activity is not required for tumor cell viability. PLoS One, 8(7), e68328.
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Citation methods: Footnotes

• A unique number for each footnote (usually, even if you cite the same source multiple times on the same page)

• Can contain a full reference or a shortened reference

• Full bibliography at the end of the text (if the footnotes do not contain full references)

• Styles: Bluebook, Chicago notes and bibliography

Soure: Underwood, J. (2017): Turabian Example Paper with Footnotes Sample Paper - Austin Peay State University Academic Support Center Writing Lab. Available at: 
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/turabian-example-paper-with-footnotes-sample-paper-austin-peay-state-university-academic-support-center-writing-lab/81162531#2
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Citation methods and styles:
Which one do I choose?

• There are various citation norms and styles (e.g., ISO 690, APA, MLA)

• Journal publisher / university / institute usually defines which one you should use

• Always!

• Use the same citation method and style for the entire text (be consistent)

• Make sure each reference contains all the information necessary for tracing back the original source
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Read the author guidelines
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Remember while writing…

• What citation method and style is required

• Are all the citations in the Reference / Bibliography list and vice versa?

• Did I cite everything I needed to, including e.g., data sources, norms or patents, images, graphs and 
figures, tables, schematics, chemical structures, multimedia files, software (R packages)?

• Do not forget to check your citations if you are making revisions or resubmitting!

• Problematic types of sources:

• Non-English sources

• Unpublished or “in press” studies

• General web pages / social media

• Sometimes: articles where you’re an author (“self-citations”)
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What to look out for when formatting references

Authors

APA:

Holý, A., Votruba, I., Masojídková, M., Andrei, G., Snoeck, R., Naesens, L., ... & Balzarini, J. (2002). 6-[2-
(Phosphonomethoxy) alkoxy] pyrimidines with antiviral activity. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 45(9), 1918-1929.

MLA:

Holý, Antonín, et al. ‘6-[2-(Phosphonomethoxy)Alkoxy]Pyrimidines with Antiviral Activity’. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 
vol. 45, no. 9, 2002, pp. 1918–29. https://doi.org/10.1021/jm011095y.

• First names: initials or full?

• Big author teams: how many of the authors should be included?

• Should the last names be in capital letters?

• Is the author unknown? Is it an organization? How does the citation norm/style I’m using manage this?
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What to look out for when formatting references

Formatting details

APA:

Holý, A., Votruba, I., Masojídková, M., Andrei, G., Snoeck, R., Naesens, L., ... & Balzarini, J. (2002). 6-[2-
(Phosphonomethoxy) alkoxy] pyrimidines with antiviral activity. Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, 45(9), 1918-1929.

IEEE:

A. Holý et al., ‘6-[2-(Phosphonomethoxy)alkoxy]pyrimidines with Antiviral Activity’, J. Med. Chem., vol. 45, no. 9, pp. 
1918–1929, 2002, doi: 10.1021/jm011095y.

Style guide should define:

• Order of the information

• Journal name: full or abbreviated?

• What to do if a journal article does not have page numbers

• Punctuation

• Italics

• Capital letters in titles or not

• Always know what kind of item you are citing: a book? a chapter? a journal article? or something else?
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Tools you can use to stay organized during the writing 
process (dissertation, article)

• Citation managers

• Organize your references: folders, tags, linking of related references, storing full texts

• Start organizing resources early and organize as you go

• Possibilities to highlight, take notes in the full texts

• Possibility to share group libraries with your team
(at your institution or with other institutions)
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Tools you can use to stay on top of things

• Citation managers

• Plug-ins for word processors → easy to create citations and bibliographies

• Plug-ins for web browsers → easy to import citations and full texts, if possible

• But what you put in them is what you get (i.e., metadata is not perfect)

• Academic database metadata is not perfect

• Remember that LLM references are currently unreliable because many academic databases are not yet included in their 
searches; ITHAKA GenAI Tracker is monitoring integrations, but because it’s a process involving lawyers and because some 
agreements are secret, it is (and will remain) difficult to tell exactly how “academic” an LLM is

https://sr.ithaka.org/our-work/generative-ai-licensing-agreement-tracker/

https://sr.ithaka.org/our-work/generative-ai-licensing-agreement-tracker/
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Sample citation managers

• Zotero

• Free / open

• EndNote

• Requires a license (license is provided for members of the UCT Prague and IOCB 
communities)

• Mendeley

• People seem not that happy with latest versions

• CitacePro

• Czech citation manager

• Subscription provided via NTK/ChemTK

• No desktop version

• Citavi

• You must pay for this

• JabRef

• Integrated with LaTeX

more on these

two later

https://www.chemtk.cz/en/82957-endnote
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Zotero

Folder system

to organize

resources

(can be shared)

Various options

for importing

references

Editable item

details

Tagging of

resources
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Zotero

Notes

Highlighting

Linking

related

articles
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Zotero

Generating

citations from

the library

Generating bibliography in 

the required format

Possibility to add a reference to specific part of

the document, or to omit author name from the

citation
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EndNote

Folder system

to organize

resources

Can search references in 

many academic databases 

(eResources)

Editable item

details
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EndNote

Most journals offer export of references 

to a file that can be imported into the 

library
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EndNote

Notes

Highlighting
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EndNote

Generating

citations from

the library

Generating bibliography in 

the required format
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Where to find more information:

• NTK citation guide

• STEMskiller

• YouTube:

• How to Use Zotero (A Complete Beginner‘s Guide)

• How to Use EndNote (A Complete Beginner‘s Guide)

• Schedule a consultation with us.

https://www.techlib.cz/en/83321-citation-management#tab_home1
https://www.techlib.cz/en/84169-stemskiller-citing-correctly-and-reference-citation-management-tools
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG7Uq_JFDzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpqGuIJbP2I
https://www.techlib.cz/en/83810-consultations


25

Learning outcomes:

• I know what, why, and (generally) how to cite

• I understand what citation methods and styles are for and about

• I’ve learned about some tools I can use to make writing my research papers and dissertation 
easier

• I know where to look for additional help with citing
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Contacts

Mgr. Barbora Vobrubová, Ph.D.
barbora.vobrubova@techlib.cz 

Thank you

Questions?

mailto:alena.chodounska@techlib.cz

