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Why are we here today?

• The reasons for citations

• To cite or not to cite

• Citation vs. paraphrase

• Citation vs. reference record

• Citation methods

• Citation styles

• (In)famous plagiarists

• Outsourcing the hard labour
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The reasons for citations

• Why do we cite at all?
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The reasons for citations

• The most important is to distinguish your own thoughts and contributions from 
those already expressed by someone else

• Citation provides a trace back to the source of a thought

• Citations support your own research (supporting your statements with authority)

• But mainly…

Stealing is wrong

• Theft of an idea is also theft; intellectual property is also property
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To cite or not to cite

• We cite all that’s not from our head. Unless…

• Some facts are so well-known and taken for granted that they 
don‘t have to be cited (e.g. water boils at 100°C)
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Citation vs. paraphrase

• When to paraphrase?

• When we want to sum up somebody else’s 
thought(s) 

Richard III. 

has seen better 

winters.

Shakespeare (Big Willy) Funny Poster. In: Shakespeare (Big Willy) Funny Poster [online]. ©AllPosters.com [5.9.2016]. Available at: 
http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Shakespeare-Big-Willy-Funny-Poster-Posters_i9843569_.htm

King Richard III.  In: BBC – History - King Richard III [online]. © BBC [5.9.2016]. Available at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/king_richard_iii
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http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Shakespeare-Big-Willy-Funny-Poster-Posters_i9843569_.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/king_richard_iii


Citation vs. reference record

• A reference item identifies an original source in your reference list

SHAKESPEARE, William and Janis LULL. King Richard III. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2009. 253 p. ISBN 978-0-521-73556-8.

• Use a citation to acknowledge the work of others in your essay text; 
when you cite specifically, you will mention the page (if available) for 
the source of content

“Now is the winter of our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this sun of York.”

(1st citation) SHAKESPEARE, William and Janis LULL. King Richard III. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2009, p. 61.

(2nd, 3rd…) SHAKESPEARE and LULL. King Richard III., p. 61.

(subsequent citations)  Ibid, p. 61.
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Reference list

• BOOK: AUTHOR YEAR BOOK LOCATION PUBLISHER
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Telotte, J. (1995). Replications: a robotic history of the science fiction film. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.

Gunn, J. (2003). The Reality Paradox in the Matrix. In G. Yeffeth (ed.), Taking the red pill: science, philosophy
and religion in The Matrix (pp. 59-70). Chicago: Independent Publishers Group.

• CHAPTER IN 
A COLLECTION: AUTHOR YEAR EDITOR(S) BOOK LOCATION       PUBLISHERCHAPTER 

TITLE

PAGE 
(EXTENT)



Reference list
210 mm

• THESIS:            AUTHOR                 YEAR TITLE (INSTITUTION) URL

• ONLINE ARTICLE:        AUTHOR        TITLE         WEBPAGE      URL  
DATE OF 

CREATION/UPDATE

Richards, G. (2016). Caffeinated energy drink use in adolescents and young adults: associations with mental 
health, academic performance, and problem behaviour (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from
http://orca.cf.ac.uk/id/eprint/96262.

Larkin, K. (2010, August 17). Attack of the ancient „zombie“ ants. Nature News. Retrieved from
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100817/full/news.2010.415.html. 

THESIS/

DISSERTATION

http://orca.cf.ac.uk/id/eprint/96262
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100817/full/news.2010.415.html


Citation methods
(in the text)

In parentheses

In footnotes



Citation methods (references)
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Brackets

Footnotes



Citation styles

• How you cite depends on what your school (or later: university or lecturer) 
requires

• Only one style and method should be used consistently

• ČSN ISO 690 

ASIMOV, Isaac. I, robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008, 224 p. Robot series. ISBN 9780553382563.

• APA 

ASIMOV, I. (2008). I, robot. New York: Bantam Books.

• Chicago (16th edition)

Asimov, Isaac. 2008. I, Robot. Robot Series. New York: Bantam Books.

• IEEE

I. Asimov, I, robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008.

• MLA (7th edition) 

Asimov, Isaac. I, Robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008. Print. Robot Series.
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https://sites.google.com/site/novaiso690/
https://sites.google.com/site/novaiso690/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
https://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecitationref.pdf
http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/mla.php


What can you cite?

[TED]. (2016, April 6). Inside the mind of a master procrastinator | Tim Urban. [Video 
File]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arj7oStGLkU.

• YouTube video:

[Username]. (Year, Month Date). Title of 

video. [Video File]. Retrieved from URL.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arj7oStGLkU


What can you cite?

• Laws and regulations: Regulation (EU) No. 531/2012 (2015, November 25). Retrieved from
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32015R2120. 

• Films: Ewing, C., Freedman, G. (Executive producers), & Morris, E.(Director). (1991). A Brief
History of Time [Motion picture]. USA: NBC.

• TV series episode: Gilligan, V. (Writer), & Bernstein, A. (Director). (2008). Cat‘s in the Bag… 
[Television series episode]. In: V. Gilligan, M. Johnson (Executive producers), Breaking Bad. 
USA: AMC.

• Song from an album: The White Stripes (1999). You're Pretty Good Looking (For a Girl). On 
De Stijl [CD]. Olympia, WA, USA: Sympathy for the Record Industry.

• Maps: Senex, J. (1725) Africa: corrected from the observations of the Royal Society at 
London and Paris [Map]. Retrieved from https://www.loc.gov/item/2005625330/.

• Images: Triplaar, K. (2016). The former headquarters of the Longaberger Company in 
Newark, Ohio [Image]. Retrieved from
https://assets.bwbx.io/images/users/iqjWHBFdfxIU/igmFUelrElR0/v0/1000x-1.jpg.
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32015R2120
https://www.loc.gov/item/2005625330/
https://assets.bwbx.io/images/users/iqjWHBFdfxIU/igmFUelrElR0/v0/1000x-1.jpg


(In)famous plagiarists

• Karl-Theodor zu Gutenberg 

– German Minister of

Defense, rising star of the

CDU; accused of plagiarism 

in 2011 → resigned, stripped 

of PhD
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Source: Karl-Theodor zu Gutenberg. In: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia [online]. [Cit 6.9.2016]. 
Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl-Theodor_zu_Guttenberg. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl-Theodor_zu_Guttenberg


(In)famous plagiarists

• Pál Schmitt – Hungarian 

fencer, diplomat and politician. 

Elected president of Hungary 

in 2010; two years later, 

exposure of plagiarism in his 

doctoral thesis → resigned, 

stripped of PhD
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Source: Pál Schmitt. In: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia [online]. [Cit 6.9.2016]. 
Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Schmitt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Schmitt


(In)famous plagiarists

• Enrique Peña Nieto –

President of Mexico, 

accused by academics 

of copying 29 % of his 

dissertation from other 

authors with no 

references to them → 

no consequences so 

far (except for lower 

approval ratings)
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Source: Mexico president Enrique Peña Nieto plagiarized thesis for law degree: report. In: The
Guardian [online]. [Cit 3.11.2016]. Available at: 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/22/mexico-president-enrique-pena-nieto-
plagiarized-thesis-law-degree. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/22/mexico-president-enrique-pena-nieto-plagiarized-thesis-law-degree


(In)famous plagiarists

• Melania Trump – Wife of 

a US president; in her 

speech at the Republican 

National Convention in 

July 2016 she used whole

paragraphs from Michelle 

Obama’s 2008 speech → 

Donald Trump elected 

president of the USA
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Source: 11 Hilarious Melania Trump RNC Speech Memes (Photos). In: The Wrap [online]. [Cit 
6.9.2016]. Available at: http://www.thewrap.com/11-hilarious-melania-trump-rnc-speech-memes-
photos/. 

http://www.thewrap.com/11-hilarious-melania-trump-rnc-speech-memes-photos/


How to become an expert

Citation managers

• Tools for generating and managing
citations

• Manage citation data, import to MS Word 
or LibreOffice, and format according to a 
specific citation style

• A web browser extension, compatible with 
Chrome, Firefox, and Safari

• Click on the icon:
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Questions?
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Zotero - sync
210 mm

• Create an account and log 
on

• Logging on enables data 
sync in all devices you use 
with Zotero (at school, at 
home, in a library…)



Zotero – choosing citation style

• If you cannot find a 
citation style you 
desire among the 
defaults, you can 
add another style.

• Zotero will install 
the new style and 
make it available to 
you after re-
opening it.
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Zotero – choosing citation style

• You can see the
citation style is now 
on the list.
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Insert a citation from the web

• Library discovery tool 
(as well as most other 
search engines and 
databases) allows 
citation information 
export (to, for example, 
Zotero)
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Insert a citation from the web

Save from your browser to 
Zotero.

Options:

• Webpage

• Article

• Book

25 z 22
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Create an item record

• Right click on an item and 
choose „Vytvořit 
bibliografii z vybrané 
položky“ 

• You can select more/all
items and create a 
bibliography/reference list
from them

26 z 22
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Create an item record

• Choose the preferred 
style when creating the 
first item record and it will 
become the default later.

27 z 22
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Create a citation from a PDF file

• You can also try to 
retrieve metadata from a 
PDF file you already
downloaded. Sometimes
it works, sometimes not 
:D 

• Drag the file to Zotero…
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Create a citation from a PDF file

• Right click and select „Získat Metadata pro PDF“

• Zotero will add all details available in the PDF to the item record.
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Correct an item record

• You can manage the data in the right panel: add, delete, or
modify. 
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Correct an item record

• See better with 
full-page layout
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